
 

Protecting the Cambridge Water Supply Since 1889 

Formerly this 1/8 of an acre site tucked into the 

eastern corner of Fresh Pond provided limited 

habitat and aesthetic value, primarily as a result of 

the predominance of invasive plants residing in the 

forest understory. Thanks  to the vision, ecological 

understanding, hard work, and dedication of Suzanna 

Black, Elizabeth Wylde, and Betsy Meyer, volunteer 

Cambridge residents working in partnership with the 

Cambridge Water Department, this  woodland is now 

home to more than 100 species of plants historically 

native to Middlesex County.  

In addition to restoration of the site, this project 

aims to demonstrate the many shade-tolerant native 

plants available to home gardeners wishing to 

provide habitat for birds, bees, butterflies, fungi, and 

other visitors.  Despite the challenges of summer 

drought and voracious rabbits, volunteers continue 

working on Tuesday mornings throughout the 

growing season.  



 

You are welcome to 

explore this area, 

but PLEASE 

 

Keep dogs out 

 

Stay on paths 

 

Do not remove or 

harm plants, 

trees, or wildlife 

Dolls’ Eyes, Actaea pachypoda 

Red Baneberry, Actaea rubra 

White Snakeroot, Ageratina altissima 

Round-lobed Hepatica, Anemone americana  

Canada Anemone, Anemone canadensis  

Wood Anemone, Anemone quinquefolia  

Wild Columbine, Aquilegia canadensis 

Wild Sarsaparilla, Aralia nudicaulis 

Jack-in-the-Pulpit, Arisaema triphyllum  

Wild Ginger, Asarum canadense  

Pennsylvania Sedge,  Carex pennsylvanica  

White Turtlehead, Chelone glabra  

Spotted Wintergreen, Chimaphila maculata  

Pipsissewa, Chimaphila umbellata 

Enchanter’s Nightshade, Circaea lutetiana  

Corydalis, Corydalis sempervirens  

Trout Lily, Erythronium americanum 

White Snakeroot, Eupatorium rugosum  

Spicebush, Lindera benzoin 

Partridgeberry, Mitchella repens 

Whorled Aster, Oclemena acuminata 

Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquefolia 

Rosebay Rhododendron, Rhododendron maximum 

Rose Shell Azalea, Rhododendron prinophyllum 

Swamp Azalea, Rhododendron viscosum 

Purple-flowering Raspberry, Rubus odoratus  

Elder, Sambucus canadensis 

Sassafras, Sassafras albidum 

Meadowsweet, Spirea latifolia 

Canada Yew, Taxus canadensis 

Lowbush Blueberry, Vaccinium angustifolium 

Highbush Blueberry, Vaccinium corymbosum 

Maple-leaved Viburnum, Viburnum acerifolium 

Arrowwood Viburnum, Viburnum dentatum 

Hobblebush, Viburnum lantanoides 

Riverbank Grape, Vitis riparia 

List of plants found on  

site prior to 2007 and 

locally native additions 

Red Maple, Acer Rubrum 

Sugar Maple, Acer saccharum 

Juneberry, Amelanchier canadensis 

River Birch, Betula nigra 

Musclewood, Carpinus caroliniana 

American Chestnut, Castanea dentate 

Redbud, Cercis canadensis 

American Beech, Fagus  grandifolia 

Green Ash, Fraxinus pennsylvanica 

Black Gum, Tupelo, Nyssa sylvatica 

Black Cherry, Prunus serotina 

Pin Oak, Quercus palustris 

Red Oak, Quercus rubra 

American Elm, Ulmus americana 

 

Virgin’s Bower, Clematis virginiana 

Summersweet, Clethra alnifolia 

Bunchberry, Cornus canadensis 

Gray Dogwood, Cornus racemosa 

Silky Dogwood, Cornus amomum 

Princess Pine, Dendrolycopodium obscururm 

Northern Bush Honeysuckle, Diervilla lonicera 

Leatherwood, Dirca palustris 

Wintergreen, Gaultheria procumbens 

Witch Hazel, Hamamelis virginiana 

Inkberry, Ilex glabra 

Sheep Laurel, Kalmia angustifolia 

Mountain Laurel, Kalmia latifolia 

LadyFern, Athyrium filix-feminina 

Hayscented Fern, Dennstaedtia punctilobula 

Male Fern, Dryopteris filix-ma 

Evergreen Wood Fern, Dryopteris intermedia 

Marginal Wood Fern, Dryopteris marginalis 

Sensitive Fern, Onoclea sensibilis 

Christmas Fern, Polystichum acrostichoides 

 

White Wood Aster, Eurybia divaricata  

Large-leaved Aster, Eurybia macrophylla 

Wild Licorice, Galium circaezans  

Closed Gentian, Gentiana clausa  

Wild Geranium, Geranium maculatum  

Herb Robert, Geranium robertianum  

Yellow Avens, Geum aleppicum  

White Avens, Geum canadense  

Rattlesnake Plantain, Goodyera pubescens  

Woodland Sunflower, Helianthus divaricatus  

Bluet, Houstonia caerulea 

Path Rush, Juncus tenuis 

Spotted Jewelweed, Impatiens capensis  

Canada Lily, Lilium canadense  

Wood Lily, Lilium philadelphicum  

Whorled Loosestrife, Lysimachia quadrifolia  

Fringed Loosestrife, Lysimachia ciliata  

Canada Mayflower, Maianthemum canadense 

False Solomon’s Seal, Maianthemum racemosum  

Indian Cucumber Root,  Mediola virginiana  

Whorled Aster, Oclemena acuminata  

Solomon’s Seal, Polygonatum biflorum  

Common Cinquefoil, Potentilla simplex 

Shinleaf, Pyrola elliptica  

Bloodroot, Sanguinaria canadensis  

Silverrod, Solidago bicolor  

Blue-stemmed Goldenrod, Solidago caesia  

Rough-stemmed Goldenrod, Solidago rugosa  

Heart-leaved Aster, Symphyotrichum cordifolium  

Rue Anemone, Thalictrum thalictroides  

Foamflower, Tiarella cordifolia  

Starflower, Trientalis borealis  

Red Trillium, Trillium erectum  

Large-flowered Trillium, Trillium grandiflorum  

Bellwort, Uvularia perfoliata 

Wild Oats, Uvularia sessilifolia  

Blue Vervain, Verbena hastata  

Sweet White Violet, Viola blanda  

Labrador Violet, Viola labradorica  

Smooth Yellow Violet, Viola pensylvanica 

Downy Yellow Violet, Viola pubescens 

Golden Alexanders, Zizia aurea 
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